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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

1 . The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: page 

1. line 21 discloses "centre." This should be changed to "center." This 
misspelling is cited multiple times within the specification; page 1, line 24 
discloses "programme." This should be changed to "program." This misspelling 
is cited multiple times within the specification. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claims 1 , 4, 6, 7, 1 1 and 1 2 are objected to because of the following 
informalities: the claims recites "centre" and should be corrected to "center." 
The claims further recite "programme" and should be corrected to "program." 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 
1 22(b), by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or 
(2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before 
the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under 
the treaty defined in section 351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an 
application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 
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4. Claim 1-3, 6, 7 and 10-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Fukami et al (U.S. Pat Pub 2002/0080971 A1), hereinafter referred 
to as Fukami. 

Re claim 1 : Fukami teaches a method of distributing encrypted portions of 
an audiovisual program to user terminals in which the successive portions of the 
program are encrypted with the aid of different keys 016, 11456-^457), wherein it 
consists, on initiation, from a user terminal 0J4, 1J41-42), of a telephone 
communication with a call center [Fig 1, elt 100: Broadcast apparatus] 01521), in 
transmitting in sequence OP 62, 1J369) from this call center and during the 
telephone communication the keys to the user terminal [Fig 1 , elt 200: Reception 
apparatus] (Fig 1 : elt TS; Fig 2; 1[162), doing so in a manner synchronized with 
the distribution of the successive encrypted portions of the program 0P63-U171). 

Re claim 2 : Fukami teaches the telephone communication utilizes an 
Internet protocol 01521). 

Re claim 3 : Fukami teaches synchronization time codes are transmitted 
with the keys to the user terminal (IP 62, 1J369). 

Re claims 6, 11 and 12 : Fukami teaches a method of decoding, a decoder 
and a decryption routine of audiovisual programs, in which successive portions of 
a program are decrypted with the aid of a succession of different keys fl[6, 1J456- 
1J457), wherein it is designed to be connected up, by way of a telephone 
communication interface to a call center [Fig 1, elt 100: Broadcast apparatus] 
0J521) and to recover the successive keys in sequence during the 
communication with the call center (Fig 12, elts S31, S32 & S33; 1J222) and to do 
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so in a manner synchronized with the decryption of the successive portions of the 
program (Fig 15; 11113), the said decoder preferably being able to decrypt 
encrypted program portions distributed according to a method in accordance with 
Claim 1 (11222). 

Re claim 7 : Fukami teaches the decoder is designed to recover 
synchronization time codes from the call center in association with the keys 
(H233-H234) 

Re claim 10 : Fukami teaches the communication interface utilizes an 
Internet protocol (1f521). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

6. Claims 4, 5, 8 and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Fukami et al (U.S. Pat Pub 2002/0080971 A1), hereinafter 
referred to as Fukami, in view of Ginter et al (U.S. Pat 5982891 A), hereinafter 
referred to as Ginter. 

Re claim 4 : Fukami teaches all the limiations of claim 1 as previously 
discussed. 

However, Fukami is silent to on completion of the telephone 
communication with a user terminal, a duration of telephone communication is 
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determined in the call center so as to draw up a bill corresponding to the 
reception of the program by the user terminal. 

Ginter teaches on completion of the telephone communication with a user 
terminal, a duration of telephone [metering: col 14, lines 49-62] communication is 
determined in the call center so as to draw up a bill corresponding to the 
reception of the program by the user terminal (col 132, lines 12-25). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have modified the Fukami reference to meter and bill user 
usage, as taught by Ginter, for the purpose of providing moneys to content 
distributors. 

Re claim 5 : Fukami teaches all the limiations of claim 1 as previously 
discussed. 

However, Fukami is silent to the call center is a center for receiving 
telephone calls of a telephone operator. 

Ginter the call center is a center for receiving telephone calls of a 
telephone operator (col 161, 13-26). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have modified the Fukami reference to receive customer 
telephone calls, as taught by Ginter, for the purpose of providing efficient 
customer technical support and expediting good customer relations. 

Re claim 8 : Fukami teaches all the limitations of claim 5 as previously 
discussed. 
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However, Fukami is silent to the communication interface is a telephone 
modem. 

Ginter teaches the communication interface is a telephone modem (Fig 7, 
elt 618). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have modified the Fukami reference to use a telephone 
"modem," as taught by Ginter, for the purpose of providing cable and VOD via a 
telephone network. 

Re claim 9 : The combination of Fukami and Ginte teach the 
communication interface is an ADSL modem (1J521). It was commonly known to 
one of ordinary skill at the time the invention was made to use an asymmetric 
distribution system (i.e. the Internet) for the purpose of providing high download 
rates with less than efficient (i.e. bandwidth) upload rate. 

Conclusion 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Darren B. Schwartz whose telephone number 
is 571-270-3850. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8:00 
AM to 5:00 PM EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Long Nguyen can be reached on 571-272-3787. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786- 
9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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/Taghi T. Arani/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 4193 
5/2/2008 



